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WE NEED GREEN JOBS FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

DEVELOPMENT IS MOSTLY: 
BUSINESS AS USUAL.

WHAT DOES SUSTAINABILITY 
MEAN?
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USE RESOURCES below a level 
that our planet can provide in perpetuity.

EMIT WASTES below a level 
that our planet can safely absorb in perpetuity.
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SUSTAINABILITY 
PRIMER



5THIS IS WHAT I’M TALKING ABOUT
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WE ARE FORMULATED 
TO LIVE ON EARTH,                                     

WHICH WE ARE DEGRADING.

MAYBE WE SHOULD STOP THAT.
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TEXT GOES HERE

THAT’S NOT SUSTAINABLE.
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THAT’S NOT SUSTAINABLE
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WE NEED 1.75 PLANETS to support our 
consumption now.  That’s not sustainable.
We toxify the air & water with our waste.  That’s 
not sustainable.
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WE NEED 1.75 PLANETS to support  
extraction & manufacturing industries.           
That’s not sustainable.
Manufacturers toxify the air & water with their 
waste.  That’s not sustainable.

LET’S REPHRASE THIS:
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WHY DO WE KEEP DOING THIS?



BECAUSE OUR GOVERNMENT WORKS FOR 
INDUSTRY, AND THIS IS CHEAPER FOR THEM.                

AND BECAUSE WE WORK FOR INDUSTRY AND 
WANT TO KEEP OUR JOBS, 
WE DO WHAT INDUSTRY WANTS.

WHY DO WE KEEP 
DOING THIS?
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TEXT GOES HERE
AND BECAUSE WE 

WORK FOR INDUSTRY 
AND WANT TO KEEP 

OUR JOBS, 
WE DO WHAT 

INDUSTRY WANTS.
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WHY DO WE KEEP DOING THIS?

HOW ABOUT: TO GET TO OUR JOBS?
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THE EARTH IS NOT HEALTHY
What if we quit trashing it so much?
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BUT WHAT WE REALLY WANT 
Is for our lifestyle to JUST BE sustainable.  

But we’re going to have to face it, we’re
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TEXT GOES HERE
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AND SOME OF US WANT OUR JOBS TO 
BE GREEN JOBS.

This damage 
is being done 
by:
people 
working at 
their jobs.



20WHAT’S DRIVING GREEN JOBS?
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WHAT WE DO TO 
REDUCE GHG’S
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SO IT TAKES A 
PANDEMIC TO 

REDUCE 
EMISSIONS.

NOBODY LIKES A 
PANDEMIC AND 

NOBODY LIKES TO 
REDUCE 

EMISSIONS.

Pandemic
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https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/energy-
environment/2020/12/09/387491/report-texas-isnt-prepared-
for-climate-changes-impact/
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SO, THE PLANET IS NOT HEALTHY, 

THE ECONOMY IS HAVING A MOMENT, 

AND THE PEOPLE ARE NOT

ALL MOVING IN UNISON TO FIX IT.
Any thoughts?
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AND THIS IS HAPPENING MOSTLY        

AT WORK
Hence the Green Jobs viewpoint.
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SERIOUSLY, THE DAMAGE 
WAS DONE ALREADY 
WHEN YOU BOUGHT YOUR 
HOUSE.

THERE’S A LOT OF GUILT 
TRIPPING ABOUT YOU 
AND WHAT YOU SHOULD 
DO.
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OK ALREADY, WHAT IS A GREEN JOB?
Well, let’s google it…
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8 OF THE TOP TEN AT 
LEAST.

WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE 
WHO POST THESE THINGS 

ANYWAY?
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WHAT IS A GREEN JOB?WHAT IS A GREEN JOB?
FROM THE BLOGOSPHERE:
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37NOT JOBS, BUT COULD HELP…
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BECOMING A LEED AP MIGHT HELP 

YOU GET A GREEN JOB….

HEY, IF YOU ARE A LEED GA OR AP,          

PUT THAT IN THE CHAT…
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A.Jobs in businesses that produce goods or provide services that benefit 
the environment or conserve natural resources.

B.Jobs in which workers’ duties involve making their establishment’s 
production processes more environmentally friendly or use fewer 
natural resources.



40JOBS (A)
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NEEDLESS TO SAY, I HAVE A GREEN JOB.

JOBS (A)



42JOBS (B)



43JOBS (B)
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LET’S LOOK FOR SOME GREEN JOBS 

ON THE INTERNET
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47HAVE YOU GOOGLED GREEN JOBS?



48HAVE YOU GOOGLED GREEN JOBS?
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SO, GREEN JOBS CAN BE WITH:

FIRMS WITH GREEN IN THEIR NAME,

OIL AND MINING COMPANIES,

FOR ENGINEERS AND PHDS,

AND KITCHEN MANAGERS

Any thoughts?
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WHAT IS STEVE’S IDEA OF THE GREENEST 
AND MOST RESILIENT JOB OUT THERE?

A CSA JOB.  COMMUNITY SUPPORTED 
AGRICULTURE.

WE DON’T KNOW HOW LONG CALIFORNIA 
CAN SUPPLY OUR GROCERY STORES.

AGRIBUSINESS AND THE BEEF INDUSTRY 
ARE KILLING THE PLANET, FYI.
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WHAT IS YOUR IDEA OF THE 

GREENEST OF JOBS? 

PUT THAT IN THE CHAT…



52LOOKING FOR A GREEN JOB?
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FREE 
WEBINAR 
FROM 
USGBC

GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING



57GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING
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5 CATEGORIES
GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING



59GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING



60GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING



61GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING
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CHARLOTTE, NC

GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING



63

DENVER, CO

GREEN JOB WORKFORCE TRAINING
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SO, GREEN JOBS (A) NEED TRAINING?

Next is a USGBC suggestion that is not free….



65INTERNATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE



66ITC ONLINE COURSES AVAILABLE



67WHAT ABOUT JOB APPLICANTS?



68WHAT ABOUT JOB APPLICANTS?



69INTERNATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE



70CLEARLY FOR WORKFORCE TRAINERS

APPROX $1000
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WHAT ABOUT HIGHER EDUCATION?

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON DOWNTOWN
1. Minor in Sustainability, 
2. Center for Urban Agriculture and Sustainability
• Internships
• Community Education 



72UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON DOWNTOWN

The Minor in Sustainability is 
open to UHD students in all 
majors and colleges. The 
minor was designed with a 
multidisciplinary approach to 
prepare students to lead in 
their own communities. 
Students must complete 9 
hours of required courses and 
9 hours of additional courses 
in areas of emphasis.



73UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON DOWNTOWN

The vision of the CUAS is that Houston citizens will apply their knowledge and 
resources to create sustainable neighborhoods throughout the city. The mission of the 
CUAS will be to create and support sustainable neighborhoods throughout Houston by 
engaging UHD and the external community in teaching, research and professional 
development and promoting best practices in business, technology, science and 
engagement. In order to accomplish the mission and support the vision of the CUAS 
the center has several objectives. These objectives include supporting teaching of 
agriculture and sustainable practices relevant to living in an urban environment. The 
CUAS will also support academic research related to optimization of agriculture and 
food distribution in urban settings. Finally, the CUAS will serve as a hub to organize 
sustainability and urban agricultural initiatives and service opportunities both at UHD 
and throughout the greater Houston community.



74UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON DOWNTOWN

The SUSTAIN program includes involvement to a hybrid course on 
sustainability and summer on-line curriculum in renewable energy as part 
of the program. Students work collaboratively in mentoring activities and 
designing, and implementing a solution to a real-world problem. The 
program also involves a paid summer internship for 6-8 weeks at a local 
agency, non-profit or company that is of interest to each particular student. 
Students are expected to be engaged in the program for 6 to 8 weeks 
during the summer free for both the internship and the online course. For 
more information about this program please contact the Sustainability 
Coordinator, Juan Martinez at martinezju@uhd.edu.

mailto:martinezju@uhd.edu
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PARADIGM SHIFT:
JOBS NEED TO GO GREEN, OR GO HOME.

IF YOU CAN’T LAND A ‘GREEN JOB’ -

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO GREEN YOUR COMPANY 
FROM THE INSIDE?  (GREEN JOBS B)
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THE ‘E’ WORD: EDUCATION

Is there some reason why high school graduates do not fully
understand what is recyclable and what isn’t?

Could it be we are not teaching about this?

DO YOU KNOW WHAT IS
RECYCLABLE IN YOUR TOWN?
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RECYCLING IS THE 
FIRST STEP TO 

SUSTAINABILITY

That might 
post Green 

Jobs
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HERE IS ONE THING 
TO ‘GREEN UP’ 
YOUR JOB FROM 
THE INSIDE…
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DON’T LET EDUCATION LAPSE!

Trash goes here Recycling goes here.
NOT TRASH.
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QUESTION: WHAT’S THIS?

ANSWER: IT DEPENDS*

IF YOU HAD A GREEN JOB,
YOU WOULD IMPROVE 
THIS SITUATION, RIGHT?

*A lone container in America is a trash can.
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YOUR EMPLOYER WANTS YOU TO 

PERFORM YOUR JOB DUTIES.  
GREEN JOBS (B) HAVE GREEN JOB DUTIES.  

DOES YOURS? 

YOU’LL HAVE TO BE CREATIVE TO CHANGE THE STATUS 

QUO.
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TEXT GOES HERE

In our minds, this is STILL normal.
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HERE ARE SOME GREEN JOBS WE NEED 

MORE OF AROUND HERE
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WE NEED 
FOOD WASTE 
DIVERSION 

FOR 
COMPOSTING
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WE NEED 
CONSTRUCTION & 

DEMOLITION 
WASTE 

DIVERSION
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WE NEED 
HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 

WASTE 
DIVERSION
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BATTERIES

AND THESE ARE 
END-OF-PIPE 
PROBLEMS
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WHAT IS A GREEN JOB?
A LOT MORE OF THESE
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THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY IS MORE THAN 
END-OF-PIPE
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WE AREN’T GOING TO 
CONSUME OUR WAY OUT OF THIS.

We have thousands of manufacturing corporations and          
billions of people.  
Think about it.

BUT IT’S THE FIRST STEP.
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• MANY BRANDS ARE USING RECOVERED 
PLASTICS.

• SO FAR, NOTHING NEW IS ONE OF TWO 
BRANDS ALSO WITH A TAKE-BACK PROGRAM.

GREEN 
JOBS!
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WHERE’D 
THIS COME 

FROM?

RIGHT AFTER I SET UP THIS 
WEBINAR, THIS:





“Respect for nature is inseparable from 
respect for all beings, including the 
human. It is impossible to cultivate one 
without the other. Climate change, 
therefore, calls us to a greater 
transformation than a mere change in our 
energy sources. It calls us to transform the 
fundamental relationship between self and 
other, including but not limited to the 
relation between the collective self of 
humanity and its “other,” nature.”
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GET YOUR HEAD 
IN THE GAME.



READ MORE



WATCH
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WHAT CAN ONE PERSON DO?
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DON’T BE ONE PERSON.  
KATHLEEN DEAN MOORE



104

TAKE YOUR PICK



houstonpublicworks.org @houpublicworks

thank you!
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