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A Living Building will:

- Harvest all its own water and 
energy needs on site;

- Be adapted specifically to site - Be adapted specifically to site 
and climate and built primarily 
with local materials;

- Operate pollution-free and - Operate pollution-free and 
generate no wastes that aren’t 
useful for some other process;

- Promote the health and well-Promote the health and well
being of all inhabitants;

- Comprise integrated systems 
that maximize efficiency and that maximize efficiency and 
comfort;

- Be beautiful and inspire us to 
dream.



VISION
Omega will be a global center for 
the development of human 
potential.

MISSION
Through innovative educational 
experiences that awaken the best 
in the human spirit, Omega 
provides hope and healing for 
individuals and society.

VALUES
Accountability
Holism
Integrity
Service
SimplicitySimplicity
Sustainability
Teamwork
Welcoming
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Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 1
SITE
Responsible Responsible 
Site Selection



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 2
SITE
Limits to G o thLimits to Growth
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SITE
Limits to G o thLimits to Growth



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 3
SITE
Habitat E changeHabitat Exchange

Scenic Hudson



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 4
ENERGY
Net Ze o Ene gNet Zero Energy





Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 4
ENERGY
Net Ze o Ene gNet Zero Energy



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 5
MATERIALS
Mate ials Red List

Used on the project as 

Materials Red List

substitutes for typical 
products:
- HDPE  Cast Iron pipe- HDPE, Cast Iron pipe
- Reclaimed lumber and plywood
- Phenol-formaldehyde adhesive 

in glulamin glulam
- Polyisocyanurate insulation
- GreenFiber cellulose insulation
- EPDM roof membrane
- Lutron Vela fabric



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 5
MATERIALS
Mate ials Red ListMaterials Red List



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 6
MATERIALS
Const ction Ca bonConstruction Carbon
Footprint

www.BuildCarbonNeutral.com



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 7
MATERIALS
Responsible Responsible 
Industry





Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 8
MATERIALS
Appropriate Materials Appropriate Materials 
/ Service Radius

Renewable Energy Technologies
G   Phili i   M i  Germany v. Philippines v. Mexico 

Building performance assemblies
Rainscreen wall assemblyRainscreen wall assembly

Consultant travel
Tipping Mar  Berkeley  CA too farTipping Mar, Berkeley, CA too far
BNIM / BGR just made it
Everyone else okay



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 8
MATERIALS
Appropriate Materials Appropriate Materials 
/ Service Radius

Low-weight/density materials
I l iInsulation

Medium-weight/density materials
Wood (all)Wood (all)
Windows (exception for glass)

Heavy-weight/density materialsHeavy weight/density materials
Concrete
Steel



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 9
MATERIALS
Leade ship inLeadership in
Construction Waste

• 99% of metals scraps recycled.
• 99% of cardboard scraps and waste recycled.
• 99% of rigid foam waste was reused elsewhere or recycled. 
• 99% of wood waste was shredded for mulch or stored for future use.
• 100% of food waste was composted100% of food waste was composted.
• 100% of glass waste, paper, and plastic packaging waste was recycled. 



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 10
WATER
Net Ze o WateNet Zero Water

COLLECTION

OCSL

RAIN

OMEGA 
INSTITUTE 
CAMPUS

ECO MACHINE

GROUND
WATER

LONG 
LAKE

VIA WELLS

WATER LAKE



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 11
WATER
S stainable Sustainable 
Water Discharge



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 15
BEAUTY +
INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION
Beauty + Spirit
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Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 11
WATER
S stainable Sustainable 
Water Discharge



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 12
INDOOR QUALITY
A Ci ili edA Civilized
Work Environment





Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 13
INDOOR QUALITY
Health  Ai  / Healthy Air / 
Source Control



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 14
INDOOR QUALITY
Health  Ai  / Healthy Air / 
Ventilation



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 15
BEAUTY +
INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION
Beauty + Spirit

This is a healing place.

- Dr. John Todd



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 16
BEAUTY +
INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION
Inspiration + Education



Living Building Challenge Prerequisite 15
BEAUTY +
INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION
Beauty + Spirit
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