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The Buddha answered, "Once u,
certain raja who called to his se
fellow, go and gather together i

hi h b bli dSavatthi who were born blind..
'Very good, sire,' replied the ser
told He said to the blind men atold. He said to the blind men a
elephant,' and to one man he pr
elephant, to another its ears, to p , ,
trunk, the foot, back, tail, and tu
one that that was the elephant.

The Para
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upon a time there was a p
ervant and said, 'Come, good 
in one place all the men of 

d h h l h. and show them an elephant.' 
rvant, and he did as he was 
assembled there 'Here is anassembled there, Here is an 
resented the head of the 
another a tusk, to another the ,
uft of the tail, saying to each 

able
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"When the blind men had felt th

h f th d id t h 'each of them and said to each, '
seen the elephant? Tell me, wha
elephant?'elephant?
"Thereupon the men who were 
answered, 'Sire, an elephant is l
had observed the ear replied, 'A
winnowing basket.' Those who
t k id it l h htusk said it was a ploughshare. 
trunk said it was a plough; othe
grainery; the foot a pillar; the bgrainery; the foot, a pillar; the b
pestle, the tuft of the tail, a brus

Elephant Reading ListE p R g L
he elephant, the raja went to 
'W ll bli d h'Well, blind man, have you 
at sort of thing is an 

presented with the head 
like a pot.' And the men who 

An elephant is like a 
 had been presented with a 
Th h k l thThose who knew only the 

ers said the body was a 
back a mortar; the tail aback, a mortar; the tail, a 
sh.
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"Then they began to quarrel, sh
not!' 'An elephant is not that!' 'Ynot!  An elephant is not that!  Y
till they came to blows over the
Brethren, the raja was delighted, j g
"Just so are these preachers and
views blind and unseeing.... In 
nature quarrelsome, wrangling,
maintaining reality is thus and 
Then the Exalted One renderedThen the Exalted One rendered
verse of uplift
O how they cling and wrangle, y g g ,
For preacher and monk the hon
For, quarreling, each to his view
Such folk see only one side of 
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houting, 'Yes it is!' 'No, it is 
Yes it's like that!' and so onYes, it s like that!  and so on, 
e matter.
d with the scene.
d scholars holding various 
their ignorance they are by 
, and disputatious, each 
thus."

d this meaning by uttering thisd this meaning by uttering this 

some who claim 
nored name! 
w they cling. 
a thing.
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FREEFREE 
streamingstreaming 
video from 
National 
Geographic 

b itwebsite
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43rd Edition, Last W,
10 media items
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For the first two billion 
increase in complexity [increase in complexity [
been of the order of one

h d d hevery hundred years.  Th
DNA complexity graduap y g
bit a year over the last f
then about six or eight tthen, about six or eight t
major new development

Still On the List
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years or so, the rate of 

[of DNA] must have[of DNA] must have 
e bit of information 
h f i fhe rate of increase of 
ally rose to about one y

few million years.  But 
thousand years ago a

2001

thousand years ago, a 
t occurred.  

2001



The Blind Men & the E

We developed written laWe developed written la

This meant that informa
from one generation to tfrom one generation to t
to wait for the very slow

t ti d t lmutations and natural se
the DNA sequence.q

Still On the List
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anguageanguage.  

ation could be passed 
the next without havingthe next without having 

w process of random 
l ti t d it i t

2001

election to code it into 
2001
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The amount of comple
enormously.  A single 
could hold as much infcould hold as much inf
difference in DNA bet
and a 30 volume encycand a 30 volume encyc
the entire sequence of 

Still On the List
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exity increased 
paperback romance 
formation as theformation as the 
tween apes and humans, 
clopedia could describeclopedia could describe 
human DNA.
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Even more important, 
books can be updated r
rate at which human Drate at which human D
biological evolution is
But there are two hundBut there are two hund
books published each y
rate of over a million b

Still On the List
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the information in 
rapidly.  The current 

DNA is being updated byDNA is being updated by 
s about one bit a year.  
dred thousand newdred thousand new 
year, a new-information 
bits a second.  
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Of course, most of this
garbage, but even if on
is useful, that is still ais useful, that is still a 
thousand times faster t
evolutionevolution.
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s information is 
nly one bit in a million 
hundredhundred 
than biological 



The Blind Men & the E

This transmission of
t l bi l iexternal, nonbiologic

the human race to do
and to have 

an exponentially incrp y
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f data through 
l h l dcal means has led 

ominate the world 

reasing population.g p p
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....children growing up 
b k t 3books get 3 years more
children from bookless
of their parents' educati
class This is as great aclass.  This is as great a
having university-educ

h l d dunschooled parents, and
of having a professionag p
unskilled father.  

Speaking of Readin
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in homes with many 
h li the schooling than 

 homes, independent 
ion, occupation, and
an advantage asan advantage as 
ated rather than 
d i h dd twice the advantage 
al rather than an 

2011ng
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It holds equally in rich n
the past and in the presethe past and in the prese
Communism, capitalism
most strongly in China.

The study went on toThe study went on to
children who had five h
at home got 6 6 ears mat home got 6.6 years m
Chinese children withou
As few as 20 books in a
appreciable differenceappreciable difference.
Speaking of Readin
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nations and poor; in 
ent; underent; under 
m, and Apartheid; and 

o say that Chineseo say that Chinese 
hundred or more books 
more schooling thanmore schooling than 
ut books.
a home made an 

2011ng
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Reading, writing and revelation
word helps refresh body, mind a
S tt | O t b 2010 i ODSautter | October 2010 issue, OD
Now, science is starting
what readers and writer
known: Words can helpknown: Words can help
our bodies as well as ou
bibliotherapy (reading sbibliotherapy (reading s
response to particular si
is becoming more and m
psychologists physicianpsychologists, physician
teachers.
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n: How the written
and soul.  Ursula 
DE M iDE Magazine
g to prove 
s have long 
us repair and revitalize us repair and revitalize 

ur minds. As a result, 
specific texts inspecific texts in 
ituations or conditions) 
more popular among 
ns librarians andns, librarians and 
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The public realm in America bec
decades that the Disney Corporay p
artificial substitute for it and suc
commodity....The design quality
b t fi t h b h th tabout five notches beneath that o

street corner.......The design qual
on the other hand is about 1 5 non the other hand, is about 1.5 n
American suburban shopping m
Americans love it.
Historically Americans have a lo
the public realm, and this is very
h bli l i h h i lthe public realm is the physical m

common good.  When you degra
as we have you degrade the com

Still On the List
as we have, you degrade the com

Elephant Reading List
came so atrocious in the postwar 
ation was able to create an 
ccessfully sell it as a 
y of everything at EuroDisney is 

f th t di F hof the most mediocre French 
lity of Disney World in Orlando, 

notches better than the averagenotches better than the average 
all or housing subdivision – so 

ow regard for 
y unfortunate because 

if i f h
1996

manifestation of the 
ade the public realm, 
mmon goodmmon good.
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Civic life is what goes on in the
to our relations with our fellowto our relations with our fellow 
roles as citizens.  Sometime in t
speak of ourselves as citizens anspeak of ourselves as citizens an
consumers......Consumers, unlik
responsibilities, obligations, or d
their own needs and desires, cer
common good.  How can this be
infantile state of existence? Ainfantile state of existence?.....A
cannot solve any of our social p
the public realm and the commothe public realm and the commo

Still On the List
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e public realm.  Civic life refers 
human beings in short ourhuman beings – in short, our 

the past forty years we ceased to 
nd labeled ourselvesnd labeled ourselves 
ke citizens, have no implicit 
duties to anything larger than 
rtainly not to anything like the 
e construed as anything but an 

And is it any wonder that weAnd is it any wonder that we 
problems, which are problems of 
on good?on good?

1996
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There are five forms of market d
substance of my argument that csubstance of my argument that c
totalizing although not totalitari
argue that the consumer market 

ubiquitous (it is ev
omnipresent (it is a

g

all time); 
addictive (it create

reinforcement);reinforcement);
self-replicating (it 
And it is omnilegit

2007

And it is omnilegit
rationalization and s
moral bases for resis

The Elephan
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domination that constitute the 
consumer culture has aconsumer culture has a 
ian impact on our lives.  I will 
is

verywhere);
all the time and aspires to fill up 

es its own forms of 

spreads virally);
timate (it engages in active self-timate (it engages in active self
elf-justification, eroding the 
sting it) 

nt in the Room
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h id l f lifThe ideology of corporate lif

and political system.  We ma
l k btemple every week, but spen

the workplace in a job that de
d i bgreatest devotion we bestow 

outside of (and sometimes in
f f ll ti lor some form of collective la

defining element of society, 

but never before has the outp
the dominant organi ing printhe dominant organizing prin
peoples.

Still On the List
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f h k lfe has taken over our culture 
ay spend an hour in church or 
d f fif i hd forty, fifty, or sixty hours at 
emands and receives the 

hion anyone or anything 
ncluding) our families.  Work 

b h l babor has always been a 

put of work become 
nciple of the orld'snciple of the world's 

1993
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It is significant that the word co
with the word community, whicwith the word community, whic
put in common,” for we are suff
this country and it expresses itse
connections between the furnish
especially in our disregard for th
buildings fail to define public spbuildings fail to define public sp
humans – as along any commer
cannot be there in safety and cocannot be there in safety and co
there.  They will not communic
therefore profoundly uncivil.  T
socially and the community pay
enormous price for this incivilit
dysfunction ruined institutionsdysfunction, ruined institutions,
Civilization becomes impossibl

Elephant Reading List
ommunicate shares the same root 
h is the Latin communicare, “toh is the Latin communicare, to 

ffering a crisis of community in 
elf physically in the poor 
hings of our everyday world, 
he public realm.... When 
pace at a scale congenial topace at a scale congenial to 
rcial highway strip – people 
omfort. They will not walkomfort.  They will not walk 
ate there..... Such places are 

They impoverish and diminish us 
s an 
ty in terms of social 

and misbehavior, and misbehavior.  
e under these conditions.
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Great works of art, music
come down to us through g
enduring representations o
attractor patterns But oattractor patterns......But o
is the most tangible and in
men everywhere We livemen everywhere.  We live
seek our entertainment in 
f th t t it lf dof the structure itself dese

because its influence is a b

T T Li t
much human activity.....

Top Ten List
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, and architecture that have 
out the centuries are 

of the effect of high 
of all the arts architectureof all the arts, architecture
nfluential in the lives of 
e shop go to work ande, shop, go to work, and 
buildings; thus, the form 

th t t tt tierves the utmost attention, 
background to so 
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An architecturally ugly ne
of a feedback loop of bligof a feedback loop of blig
dehumanized housing pro
manifest their weak powemanifest their weak powe
crime.

T T Li tTop Ten List
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eighborhood becomes part 
ght and violence; the sleasy,ght and violence; the sleasy, 
ojects of urban ghettos 
er patterns in squalor ander patterns in squalor and 
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If there are three times as man
there are today on the planetthere are today on the planet, 
very much if they are highly 
made from advanced carbonmade from advanced carbon 
miles to a gallon,  or are even
will be crawling with cars, anwill be crawling with cars, an
options.  A more far-ranging a
transportation.”t a spo tat o .
Sound fanciful?  Of course, b

i lf f if l icar itself was a fanciful notio
horse and carriage. g

Original Top Ten
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ny cars in twenty years as 
of course it won't matter

p g

of course, it won t matter 
efficient ultralight cars 
fibers and get a hundredfibers and get a hundred 

n nutrivehicles.  The planet 
nd we will need othernd we will need other 
assignment?  “Design 

but remember, the 
i ld f

2002

n in a world of 
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The Tipping Point is the mome
threshold the boiling point Th

T B M E

threshold, the boiling point.  Th
violent crime in New York in th
Point for the reemergence of Hg
Tipping Point for the introduct

Fi f ll h lFirst of all, they are clear exam
The second distinguishing char
is that in both cases little changis that in both cases little chang
Finally, both changes happened

Still On the List
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ent of critical mass, the 
here was a Tipping Point for
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here was a Tipping Point for 
he early 1990’s, and a Tipping 

Hush Puppies, just as there is a pp , j
ion of any new technology.

l f i b h imples of contagious behavior…..
racteristic of these two examples 
ges had big effectsges had big effects…
d in a hurry.

2000
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The Law of the Few say
exceptional people out 
of starting epidemics Aof starting epidemics.  A
find them.  The lesson o

Th i i lsame.  There is a simple
information that, under ,
circumstances, can mak
All you have to do is finAll you have to do is fin

Still On the List
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ys that there are 
there who are capable 
All you have to do isAll you have to do is 
of stickiness is the 

ke way to package 
the right g

ke it irresistible.  
nd itnd it.

2000
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Criminals do not, in oth
kind of people who coukind of people who cou
infectious winds of an e
in NYC this is e actlin NYC, this is exactly w
years between the begin
the 1990's, NYC did not
transplant Nobody wentransplant.  Nobody wen
and successfully taught 

ld b d li t thwould-be delinquent the
between right and wron
Still On the List

g
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her words, sound like the 
ld be swept up by theld be swept up by the 

epidemic.  Yet somehow, 
hat occ rred In thewhat occurred.  In the 

nning and the middle of 
t get a population 
nt out into the streetsnt out into the streets 
every
di ti tie distinction 

ng.  g
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There were just as man
d d l li idamaged people living 
of the crime wave as in
some reason tens of tho
suddenly stopped commsuddenly stopped comm

Still On the List
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ny psychologically 
i h i h kin the city at the peak 

n the trough.  But for g
ousands of those people 
mitting crimesmitting crimes. 
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Corporations are portrayed in th
producing a stream of goods and
suggests that the behavior of ma
corporation is remarkably similacorporation is remarkably simila
Anything we do that prevents us
fully experiencing the world arofully experiencing the world aro
addiction.  Work, television, foo
activities are all addictive when 
feeling.  For every addict there i
repeat over and again, giving us
while in fact numbing us to self 

Still On the List

Elephant Reading List

he media as models of efficiency 
d services.  But evidence 
any individuals in the modern 
ar to that of addictsar to that of addicts......
s from knowing ourselves or 
ound us can be called anound us can be called an 
od, money, sex, sports, and other 

we rely on them to avoid y
is a fix, an experience that we 
 the illusion that we are alive 

f and the world around us.
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Alcoholics Anonymous respects f

p to the indi id al Its identifiabup to the individual.  Its identifiab
honesty, responsibility, humility, 
tolerance, goodwill, and brotherhtolerance, goodwill, and brotherh
particular ethic, has no code of ri
and avoids moral judgments.  AA
including its own members.  Wha
AA is the original example of the
h l di d h d thopeless disease and change dest
members.  From this paradigm ca
therapy, through the discovery ththerapy, through the discovery th
coming together on a formal basi
problems have enormous power..

Top Ten List

Elephant Reading ListE p R g L
freedom, in that it leaves choice 
ble po er patterns are those ofble power patterns are those of 
service, and the practice of 

hood. AA doesn't subscribe to anyhood. AA doesn t subscribe to any 
ght and wrong, or good and bad, 

A doesn't try to control anyone, 
at it does instead is chart a path...
e power of these principles to cure 
t ti lit tt ftructive personality patterns of 
ame all subsequent forms of group 

hat groups of peoplehat groups of people 
is to address their mutual 
...

1995
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This book proposes three approa
example of nature The first is toexample of nature. The first is to
our industrial production.......Ins
efficiently dispose of or recycle y p y
systems of production that have 
The second principle is to changp p g
carbon fuels from the past....to o
including photovoltaics, solar th
i i il hi d b iis primarily achieved by reversin
surrounding the production and 
from the cheapest combustion tofrom the cheapest combustion to
production.......

Still On the List
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aches, all guided by the 
o entirely eliminate waste fromo entirely eliminate waste from 
stead of organizing systems that 
our waste, we need to design , g
little or no waste to begin with.

ge from an economy based on g y
one based on current sunshine, 
hermal, wind, and waves.  This 

h hi i l i ing the historical incentives 
consumption of energy, away 

oward the most enduringoward the most enduring 
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Of all the landfills studied 
Fresh Kills enjoyed the fasFresh Kills enjoyed the fas
Anthropology students dig
discovered forty-year-old hdiscovered forty-year-old h
the ones currently sold in t
station Seventy year oldstation.  Seventy-year-old 
read.  Cling Wrap still clin

lik ifi thmore like mummifiers than
turns out.   Achieving a ric
humus in a sanitary landfil
a romantic fantasy……

Speaking of Waste
y

Elephant Reading List
by the Garbage Project, 

stest rate of decompositionstest rate of decomposition. 
gging in drier landfills have 
hot dogs that look just likehot dogs that look just like 
the Times Square subway 
newspapers can still benewspapers can still be 

ngs.  Most landfills are 
t itn composters, it 

ch, moist brown 
ll is nothing but 

2005
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Aerobic biodegradation w
material is chipped up, kematerial is chipped up, ke
exposed to oxygen with r
game for digestion by bagame for digestion by ba
which use their enzymes 
organic compounds into forganic compounds into f
carbon dioxide. ….

Speaking of Waste

Elephant Reading List
works best when organic 
ept moist and warm, andept moist and warm, and 
regular turning. …  fair 
cteria fungi and insectscteria, fungi, and insects, 
to break the large 
fatty acids water andfatty acids, water, and 
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Third, we must create systems o
that support and strengthen restopp g
are in resource utilities, green fe
reliance on local production and
h l k hhave to look at how our present 
regards short-term exploitation w
restoration and then eliminate trestoration,  and then eliminate t
allow small sectors of the popul
of the whole......
All three recommendations have
substantially reduce the impact ty p
environment.......We need to ima
more satisfying, more interestin

Still On the List
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of accountability and response 
orative behavior, whether they , y
ees on polluting chemicals, or 
d distribution.  Conversely, we 

i i leconomic system consistently 
while penalizing long-term 
the ill placed incentives thatthe ill-placed incentives that 
ation to benefit at the expense 

e a single purpose: to 
that each of us has upon our p
agine a life where having less is 
g, and more secure.
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Vinyl chloride isVinyl chloride is
throughout the in
highest outdoor g
found near vinyl
plants and near ip
with polyvinyl c
in the Houston, 

1991
,

likely group to b
industrial activit

1991

production capa

Finding your home 
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s widely distributeds widely distributed 
ndustrialized world.  The 
concentrations are usually y
l chloride manufacturing 
industrial sites that work 
chloride plastics.  Residents 
Texas, area are the most ,
be exposed as a result of 
ty because 40% of US y

acity is located in that area.

in a book
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The role of government is to ass
cannot be undertaken by citizen
true purpose of politics is to crea
f it lif P litifor community life.  Politics wa
province of money but the arena
collectively discuss and managecollectively discuss and manage
affected the whole of their town

Still On the List
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sume those functions that 
s or private institutions.  The 
ate and sustain the conditions 

t i t d d t b ths not intended to be the 
a wherein individuals could 
e those elements of life thate those elements of life that 
n, city, or state.
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Th El h t i thThe Elephant in the 
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History 
SStrauss 

The 
Ch iChris

Valerie Black
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Repeating Itself: William 
& N il H& Neil Howe

Ghost of 
t P tstmas Past 
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...at the core of modern
remarkable pattern: Ov
centuries, Anglo-Amercenturies, Anglo Amer
entered a new era – a n
d d At thdecades or so.  At the s
people change how the
themselves, the culture
and the futureand the future.  

Ghost of Christmas

Elephant Reading List

n history lies this 
ver the past five 
rican society hasrican society has 
new turning – every two 
t t f h t istart of each turning, 

ey feel about 
e, the nation, 

s Past 1997
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Turnings come in cycl
spans the length of a lo
eighty to one hundred yeighty to one hundred y
ancients called the saec
f t i f thfour turnings of the sae
history's seasonal rhyth
of growth, maturation, 
destruction:destruction:

Top Ten List
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es of four.  Each cycle 
ong human life, roughly 
years, a unit of time theyears, a unit of time the 
culum.  Together, the 

l ieculum comprise 
hm
entropy, and 

1997
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The First Turning is aThe First Turning is a 
of strengthening institu
i di id li hindividualism, when a
implants and the old vp

Ghost of Christmas

Elephant Reading List

High an upbeat eraHigh, an upbeat era 
utions and weakening 

i i da new civic order 
values regime decays.g y

1997s Past
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The Second Turning isThe Second Turning is
passionate era of spirit
the civic order comes u
new values regimenew values regime.

iTop Ten List

Elephant Reading List

s an Awakening as an Awakening, a 
tual upheaval, when 
under attack from a 

1997
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The Third Turning is aThe Third Turning is a
downcast era of streng
i di id li dindividualism and wea
when the old civic ord
new values regime imp

Ghost of Christmas

Elephant Reading List

an Unraveling aan Unraveling, a 
gthening 

k i i tit tiakening institutions, 
er decays and the y
plants.

1997s Past
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The Fourth Turning isThe Fourth Turning is 
era of secular upheava

i l hregime propels the rep
civic order with new.

iTop Ten List
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a Crisis a decisivea Crisis, a decisive 
al, when the values 
l f h ldplacement of the old 

1997



The Blind Men & the E

These 4 architypes are b
turning of their births.  A
born during a high (booborn during a high (boo
generation is born durin
Hero generation is bornHero generation is born
an Artist generation is b
Each architype is an exp
of the enduring temperaof the enduring tempera
lifecycle myths of mank

Ghost of Christmas

Elephant Reading List

best identified by the 
A Prophet generation is 

omers), a Nomadomers), a  Nomad 
ng an awakening, a 
n during an unravelingn during an unraveling, 
born during a  crisis.  
pression of one
aments andaments and 
kind

s Past
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Nomad: Washington   
Artist: RooseveltArtist:    Roosevelt      

Top Ten List

Elephant Reading List
   Hero: Jefferson

Prophet: Lincoln   Prophet: Lincoln
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while Easter ended up with no trep
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Americans in the pas.....Americans in the pas
inner “grasshopper” and
and natural world that h
us – leaving our childreus leaving our childre
ecological deficits.  
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has thrived at every turn
– with every change inwith every change in 
norms. America built th
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1)  providing public educat
AmericansAmericans
2)  building and continual m) g
infrastructure
3) keeping America's door3)  keeping America s door
4)  government support for 
development
5) implementation of neces5)  implementation of neces
on private economic activit
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This is an urgent projec
life we lapsed into in relife we lapsed into in re
passed on to another ge
catastrophic consequen
“How we respond nowHow we respond now
of human civilization.  
we've been waiting for.
There is no other time.There is no other time. 
It's us and it is now.”
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While mass transporta
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accounts for about 5%
P i t hi l t i tPrivate vehicle trips to
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Indirect benefits would 
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And how much “work”
gallon of gasoline our fgallon of gasoline, our f
them all?  Well, if you p
a car, drove it away from
gas ran out and then gogas ran out, and then go
car home, you’d find ou
h h k llhow much work a gallo
can do.  
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It turns out that a gallonIt turns out that a gallon
equivalent energy of so

d h f h350 and 500 hours of h
that a gallon of gas cang g
human work,  how muc
assign it? How much wassign it?  How much w
500 hours of your hard 
be worth to you? $4?  $
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The lion's share of  wat
center's computing equicenter s computing equi
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and cooling a single six
servers occupying seveservers occupying seve
of floor space can cons
power as would 30 typi
homes....

Who Would Have T
homes.... 

Elephant Reading List
ttage  going into a data 
ipment comes outipment comes out 
the total wattage 

i i l d d hng is included when 
AC systems.  Running y g
x-foot-high rack of 

en square feeten square feet 
sume as much 
ical California 

Thought?



The Blind Men & the E
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improved, but it has onlimproved, but it has onl
every 2 years, thereby f
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300% A d throse 300%.  And the num
of data centers have swe
Top Ten List

Elephant Reading List
sity, has been greatly 
ly doubled, not tripled,ly doubled, not tripled, 
failing to keep up with 
r r nning and coolingr running and cooling 

0 and 2006 the amount 
given amount of 
et energy consumptionet energy consumption 
in data handling 

b d imbers and sizes 
elled.



The Blind Men & the E

Take the energy consum
h i hcenters, throw in the gr

near future, along with , g
computers and peripher
and commercial buildinand commercial buildin
US computing network
of energy annually equi
Mexico's total electricitMexico s total electricit
or by 2014, Australia's. 
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Cassandra was the daughte
Queen Hecuba and the twiQ
Her beauty caused Apollo
prophecy but when she didprophecy but when she did
placed a curse on her so th
believe her predictions Wbelieve her predictions.  W
the destruction of Troy (sh
b h T j H habout the Trojan Horse, th

and her own demise), she w
anything to forestall these 
no one believed her.
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was unable to do 
tragedies since 

s Future



The Blind Men & the E

In any case, the tragic y , g
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itself to being retrofittitself to being retrofitt
mixed-use, smaller-sca
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need to carry on dailyneed to carry on daily 
of greatly reduced mot
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ed into the kind ofed into the kind of 
aled, more fine-
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Nor is a Jolly Green G
and pick up the million
on their half-acre lots oon their half acre lots o
in the far-flung subdiv
b k d l tback down closer toge
civic environments.  
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Instead, this suburban 
the chipboard and viny
malls, the office parks,malls, the office parks,
components, will enter

l d l ti Mcruel devaluation.  Ma
subdivisions will becom
future.
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....up until about 2006, 
world was perpetuating
went like this: Houses awent like this: Houses a
As we now all know, th

d l b dd d bwas deeply embedded b
individual decisions and
sophisticated investors 
astray That's the poweastray.  That s the powe
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always go up in pricealways go up in price.  

hat tale is not true, but it 
b li f h h dbelief that shaped 
d led even the most 
in the world 
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We live our narratives.
the center of modern pthe center of modern p
The theory of neural co
shall see later, shows h
only permit this, but faonly permit this, but fa
roles played in narrativ
Vi ti d H l AVictim, and Helper.  A 
be a doctor, but a Hero
people's lives.  
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omputation, as we 
how our brains not 
avor it. The typicalavor it.  The typical 
ves include Hero, 
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A housewife may see h
housewife victimizedhousewife, victimized 
A nurse may see hersel
Hero-doctor.  Or as a V
medicine. ...The rolesmedicine.   ...The roles
you understand yourse

i t lif imeaning to your life, in
emotional color that is 
narrative structures.
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We're going to have to g
diff tl t ffdifferently....more stuff 
have to rebuild local eco
surrendered to national 
WalMart – they are donWalMart they are don
yet - the 12,000 mile  su
id f h ld iside of the world is not 

what Tom Friedman sayy
globalism.  
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We're going to have to d
th t li d h l dthe centralized school d
We're going to have to m
America again or we are
anything America's ecanything.... America s ec
become inwardly focuse

iwaterways are going to 
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..If suburbia fails, I don
going to move to the cit
to contract 60 story coto contract....60 story co
30 years will prove to b

ll i h i hcollective choice that w
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“Some rich men came a
Nobody caught 'em 
Put up a bunch of uglyPut up a bunch of ugly 
Jesus people bought 'em
A d h ll d i dAnd they called it parad
The place to be p
They watched the hazy
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“Who will provide the p
What is yours and what
'Cause there is no morCause there is no mor
We have got to make i

We satisfy our endless ny
justify our bloody deed
in the name of destiny ain the name of destiny a
of God”
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Moore's argument is tha
Early Adopters and the y p
Majority are fundament
Innovations don't just slInnovations don t just sl
one group to the next. T
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to transform an idea thato transform an idea tha
an Early Adopter into on
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are dropped and others 
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meaning.  If anyone wan
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behavior or a piece of so
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he or she has to someho
M d S lMavens, and Salesmen 
she has to find some perp
translate the message of
something the rest of ussomething the rest of us
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….when I first got e-ma
I would rush home withI would rush home with
dial in on my 4800-baud
have…four messages fr
friends. And what woulfriends.  And what woul
immediately compose lo
No of co rse I get pNow, of course, I get up
and go to my computer 
messages, and the antici
felt has been replaced b
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rom four very good 
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When people are overw
i f ti d d linformation and develo
traditional forms of com
instead for advice and i
people in their lives whpeople in their lives wh
admire, and trust.  The 
fi di M Cfinding Mavens, Conne
Salesmen.
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The science of mind h
l d f ilandscape of unconsci
of thinking your brain g y
aware of.  Most of it m
The mind that we cannThe mind that we cann
enormous role in how 
governed.
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h h h 98%ous thought – the 98% 

does that you are not y
matters for politics.
not see plays annot see plays an 
our country is 
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However, most of us hav
mind dating back at leasmind dating back at leas
namely, that reason is co
l i l ti l dilogical, unemotional, dis
and functions to serve ouf
theory of human reaso
be false in every particbe false in every partic
persists. In many aspec
may not matter.  But in p
have very negative effec
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Yet even as we acknow
strategic and crucial rolstrategic and crucial rol
industrial civilization h
monumental accomplis
overlooked. From startoverlooked.  From start
ego-based phenomenon
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has been the ego’s most 
shment must not be 
t to finish, it has been ant to finish, it has been an 
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And just as the individu
and dominated b the eand dominated by the e
confront its limits, civil
a protracted ego-shatter
believe is forcing confrbelieve is forcing confr
deeper aspects of the in

h h th lpsyche such as the soul
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ring breakdown which I 
rontation with therontation with the 
ndividual and collective 
l d S lfl and Self.



The Blind Men & the E

…It is probable that, lik
ll d i bcelled organisms began

out of control and to ov
environment…. Those p
and glorious era in evoland glorious era in evol
cells joined together in 

i i Th dcommunities.  The end 
humans, at or near the t,
evolutionary ladder.
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ver-populate their 
pressures led to a new 
lution in which singlelution, in which single 
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lresult was 
top of the p
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Similarly, I believe that
i i hincreasing human popu
responsible for pushing
the evolutionary ladder
come together in a globcome together in a glob
members of that enlight

i hrecognize that we are m
image of our environmeg
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r.  We will, I believe, 
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that we are divine, and 
t t i ioperate not in a surviva

but in a way that suppo
everything on this plane
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The first step toward the
action lies in the poweraction lies in the power 
morally.  But this does n
to think specifically abo
issues – it means the woissues it means the wo
together with my neighb
an essential q estion oany essential question o
mind....

Top Ten List

Elephant Reading List
e power of moral 
we have to thinkwe have to think 
not mean necessarily 
out moral or ethical 
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appears – in fact an oldappears in fact, an old
love.  The ancient mean

k happears – to work togeth
means: to work togetherg
heart of the mind and lis
rigor It is the work of arigor.  It is the work of a
language to be born betw
language that caries the 
thought.
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