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DRAWDOWN 

In atmospheric terms drawdown 
is that point in time at which 

greenhouse gases peak and begin 
to decline on a year-to-year basis.



DRAWDOWN 
In conducting our research, we found a plan, a blueprint 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
collective wisdom, made manifest in applied, hands-on 
practices and technologies that are commonly available, 
economically viable, and scientifically valid. Individual 

farmers, communities, cities, companies, and 
governments have shown that they care about this 

planet, its people, and its places. Engaged citizens the 
world over are doing something extraordinary. This is 

their story.









TOTAL NET COST AND OPERATIONAL SAVINGS 
The total cost of each solution in this book is the 
amount needed to purchase, install, and operate 
it over thirty years. By comparing this to what 
we typically would spend on food, fuel for cars, 
heating and cooling for our homes, etc., we 
determined the net costs or savings from 
investing in a given solution.
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But what is a gigaton? To appreciate 
its magnitude, imagine 400,000 
Olympic-sized pools. That is about a 
billion metric tons of water, or 1 
gigaton. Now multiply that by 36, 
yielding 14,400,000 pools. Thirty-six 
billion tons is the amount of carbon 
dioxide emitted in 2016.



The quantitative results shown in the pages of 
Drawdown represent the total impact of each 
solution modeled over a thirty-year period using a 
reasonable yet optimistic forecast for their global 
rate of growth. We call this the Plausible Scenario. If 
we apply this method, the total amount of carbon 
dioxide avoided and sequestered is 1,051 gigatons by 
2050.








