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EMBODIED ENERGY & MATERIAL TO LANDFILL











BENEFITS OF TRUE ZERO WASTE CERTIFICATION:



































What Else Can 
YOU 
Do?



Watch the Story of Stuff YouTubes



Then read the book



Annie Leonard



This is what we do to make 
Stuff for us to buy



This is what we do to make 
us buy Stuff



This is what we do for Stuff



This is who we are



This is the story now.....



18

STUFF



The BIG Waste Story

Waste to make Stuff. 
What we don’t see!

What we see!



EMBODIED ENERGY & MATERIAL TO LANDFILL



Compost Opportunity!

STUFF STUFF

STUFF



Compared  to  Others



This book is extremely well written 

Our Story of Stuff Display



This book is extremely well written 



The BIG Waste Story

Waste to make Stuff. 
What we don’t see!

What we see!















•Do we need to feel guilty if we 
consume?

•Could we consume more thoughtfully?

•Don’t we need to influence INDUSTRY?

•How do we do that?

The BIG Picture Question



Link

https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/recycling-crisis-more-than-200-dangerous-stockpiles-found-in-victoria-20180425-p4zblc.html


•Reduce
•Reuse

•Recycle is third for a reason

The BIG Picture Question



Zero Waste Initiative at Earth Day Houston
• https://www.facebook.com/EarthDayHouston/videos/1007509056076079/

We collected 338 pounds of total 
waste from our stations (157 lbs
Compostable, 81 lbs Recycling, 100 
lbs landfill). Plenty went 
somewhere else. Our Diversion 
rate is 70% (probably 15% error 
factor). 90% would qualify us for 
Zero Waste. I weighed 95% of it.

https://www.facebook.com/EarthDayHouston/videos/1007509056076079/


A Zero Waste Strategy









"But because of society’s design 
strategies, that planned 
obsolescence brings with it a 
significant debt in terms of the 
raw technical materials put out

of industry’s reach in landfills. We know society 
has the capability of being more careful with its 
raw materials. 



How do people treat gold, for example? Because 
society values gold, no one simply throws it out to 
be mashed in a dump or melted into a monstrous 
mess in an incinerator. That is unthinkable. 
Everyone would wonder how anybody could 
accidentally throw their gold away and how we 
could dig that gold out of the mountainous tons of 
waste to reuse it. Instead, people traditionally sell 
it in its whole form. …..



Now think of cobalt, used in medical implants. 
Indium used in LED lamps. Neodymium for wind 
turbines. Lithium for batteries. These rare-earth 
and heavy metals are truly precious because they 
allow us to have the needed and valued goods, 
such as lifesaving devices, renewable power, 
computers, cars, and so on. 



But if people keep designing for one material use 
and not reuse, we “use up” clean forms of the 
technical nutrients needed to make the products 
for the future. This means we will all worry about 
“limits to growth” because we feel we are running 
out of resources. 

Because of suboptimal design"











This needs to be TYPICAL language in 
product literature, don’t you think?





Another Zero Waste Strategy



















ALERT! Shameless 
Self-Aggrandizement











HPL plans to stay involved 
with and support the 
Repair Café program. We would 
like to pursue outreach 
opportunities and host a Repair 
Café in the near future.
Carmen P. Abrego
Assistant Manager
Library Events & Community Programs
500 McKinney | Houston, TX 77002

We link people to the world.













Repair Café Houston

Saturday, October 28, 2017 TXRX Labs

Volunteer Fixers 10

Volunteer Guides 13

Pop Up Table Folks 4

Reception/Closeout Folks 2

Repairs Success/total 16/20

Appliance 8/10

Tools/Sharpen 4/5

Sewing 4/5

Not recorded, but fixed 4 to 6






